© 2005-2016, Mediastow. Page 1/3
Q& Part 1/3
AllDetails —
L
Publication Conde Nast Traveller Middle East Circulation 25168 i
Market United Arab Emirates Page No. 14,60,61 - A
Language English Size 2.1500 Pages F-J
Section Main AVE $21500.00 | $10000.00/Page 1
October 08, 2019 e -'“

AVE: $21500.00 || Size: 2.1500 Page(s)

CONTENTS

OCTOBER 2019

EDITOR'S LETTER
CONTRIBUTORS

MASTHEAD

AGENDA
Michelin-ancinted chef José Avillez
on his Dubai restaurant and why
you should dine in Lisbon; The Travel
Connoisseur an flying around on quests
for the best ingredients

DEBATE
Should you bring young children fo 80
high-end gastronomic restourants? Eorrings vith
Iskander Ahmed and Vrinda Gupta weigh in a vaeatian vibe

WORD OF MOUTH

Global travel news including o festivities-
filled season in Malta, explering |apan
rhro...gh its food and anti-tours for those
who hove seen it all. Plus, resort-wear
designer Nicky Zimmermann on the
pleasures of Australia's Byron Bay

7 WHERE TO STAY
Smart boutique hotels in Barcelona;
exclusive first reviews of Nikki Beach

Resort & Spa Santorini, FCC Angkor by WHERE ARE YOU?
Avani and InterContinental Maldives Enter our competition and win a three-
Maomunagau Resort; actress Stana night stay for two at Anantara Al jobal Al
Katic's favourite stays; five hotels for every Akhdar Resort in Oman
style in Montreal

EXPERTS |
TRAVEL IN STYLE ‘Where is the best destination for sireet food?
Shopping in Ojai, California's bohe
hangout; fote bags for market days; reel STOCKISTS
in 0 salmon-foced timepiece; oversized, Where to shop I
colour-pop earrings for that happy INDINE NEW FOON CAPITAL
vacation vibe; the coolest portable music 7 MOST WANTED =
player on the market; fashion designer What's on our radar this month? b
Arshia Alam pocks fo take in the sights of A S F]
Sestri Lavante in Liguria, Italy: flavaursome | ROOM WITH A VIEW Enetoucaptees by Al Srmc
beauty products for autumnal odventures Hotel Adlon Eempinski Berlin £

14 Condé Mt Traveller Octaber 2019



oo
AllDetails

Publication Conde Nast Traveller Middle East Circulation 25168

Market United Arab Emirates Page No. 14,60,61

Language English Size 2.1500 Pages

Section Main AVE $21500.00 | $10000.00/Page

October 08, 2019

AVE: $21500.00 || Size: 2.1500 Page(s)

FIRST REVIEW

-CC ANGKOR

57 voni

In Cambodia’s city of femples, RHEA SARAN finds
a new boutigue hotel offering authentic
Siem Reap experiences

here’s a hazard of popular tourist destinations that | worry about: char
the influx of travellers over time has changed its essence, its soul.
I've experienced it on occasion before, where I've gone in with great
expectations having read and dreamed about visiting for vears, onlv o
find thar the destination’s defining factors have either faded out s0 much
it"s almost interchangeable with several other places, or those unique aspects have
been commercialised to the point of cringing,
That is sat how 1 felt in Siem Reap. No, in Siem Reap it felr like T was
constantly discovering amazing aspects of the town’s heritage, its legacy —and
its soul. And I'm not just talking about the obvious spirituality of the remple
complex — though, it has to be said that although vou're surrounded by a crowd
of strangers while watching dawn break over Angkor Wae, there is stll a quier,
even soulful majesty about the momene, Yet what truly left an impression were
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the people I met who drew me a linde furcher into local
lives and culture. There was Tunch at charming restaurant
HAVEN, with excellent food (hanana flower salad,
Khmer beef foé fad) and a policy of only employing and
training at-risk Cambodian yourh, giving them a chance
to learn skills thar will lead o future emplovment. There
was the evening spent at the Cambodian “circus”,
Phare, eating buttered popcormn and warching talented
artistes weave an onginal local story using theatre, music,
dance, fine art and circus performances; profits from the
night support ars education at a centre in Battambang,
Another dav, | chateed with a British couple running
an art gallery-café-bar exhibiting contemporary works
by Cambodian artists, many of whom are handicapped
{landmines are one of the gravest dangers through large
parts of the country — and [ visited ver another spot, Sister
Srey Café, where carnings from vour meal go to support
humanitarian landmine clearance among other things),
Anyone can find this side of Siem Reap, a side thar
builds on the heritage vou discover at the temples,
Bur I was lucky to be guided toward these authentic
expericnees by the experts ac my hotel, which prides
iself on immersing its guests in local culwre, The FCC
Anghkor was originally built as the mansion residence of
the French governor when Cambaodia was still a French
protectorate, and plaved this role for many years before
hecoming the Foreign Correspondents’ Club, a spotat
the heart of the city where internacional journalists and
personalities convened, relling stories of and from Siem
Reap. This year, after a complere fit-oue, it reopened asa
boutique hotel, managed by Avani Hotels & Resors,

around the comner from the Roval Residence
Cambodia’s monarch when in town. It's also
from the Siem Reap River, along which, if vou're having a
drink ar the open-air Scribe bar, you can observe residents
going on their daily constitutionals. I'd suggest staning
any evening at Scribe with one of its signature cockeails;
there’s also a dedicated menu of juniper-berry drinks,
some using a locally distilled version of the spint. Seribe
has a menu of light eats, some with Khmer influences,
but my favounte Cambodian dish is to be found at The
Mansion, the more formal dining restaurant overseen by
a talented French executive chef whose understanding

of local Aavours is impressive. The fish amak I fell in love
with is creamy, mildly spiced and delicious eaten over
rice. Also worth ordering here is the Cambaodian-beef
salad — the meat tender and succulent — and Khmer-style
chicken wings. The colonial-inspired Mansion, with

tiled floors, wicker chairs and ceiling fans, is also where
hreakfast s served; there's not a bad dish, though T highly
recommend the typical Cambodian moming dishes on
offer: one a local version of congee (ice pormdge), the other
a comforting rice-noodle soup with minced mear (ic hits
the spot after a dawn visic to Angkor Wat and fuels you

up for further sightsecing).

CNT EXCLUSIVE

From fop: Governar Suite bedroom;
copper occenis in the bathrocem; the
tropical pool. Opposite, from top: Lobby
enirance; of Angkor Wat; rice-noodle
soup breakfost; Scribe bar

Wander into the main heart of the hotel and it feels like happening upon
a tree-filled secrer garden, in the middle of which is a swimming pool. Some
of the rooms, set in a ewo-storey whitewashed building, look or open out on w
this central garden, Rooms on the higher first floor have the feel of living in a
wree house, with green leafy views, Modern ver with local touches, the rooms
are charming — there’s a vintage-luxe vibe with copper accents, patterned riling,
potred palms and derails like an old-timey radio, a rotary phone (that vou can use)
and a eypewniter —a firting nod to its FCC past. (Even more charming: the GM's
welcome note is presented as a typewritten page spilling out of the machine.)
This being spiritual Siem Reap, there are also words of wisdom stencilled on
the wall. Mine said: Negligence leads to loss; attention preserves, Hashrag truth.
The largest aceommaodation, the Governor Suite, is 68sqm and includes a separare
living room, which can accommodate another king-size or twin beds, in addition to
the master bedroom with a bathrub,

Along with transforming the ex-mansion and club, the FOC Angkor includes
anew build across a quiet linde bylane. This part of the horel, when open, will
in addition to more moms (o make 80 in wial) add a spa to the hotel's facilides,
which alreadv include a gym, a librarv/meerting space and an art gallery displaving
Cambaodian art that can be hired for private events.

In a eiry with so much soul, it's important that where vou stav reflects that.
With its history mextricably linked to that of Siem Reap, and its commitment
to taking guests bevond the obvious, FCC Angkor is the local expert today’s
traveller wants to meer, @

Dantes from AED 514; 00855-6376 0280, avaniharels com
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